Independent Novel Study Unit: English 11/12
This novel study unit will be self-directed and based around a novel of your choice. This unit is composed of a single project that will be completed in two different ways: This novel study will be created in a portfolio format, where all of your responses and multimedia (photographs, images, video, artwork) for the novel study will be kept in a document which you customize (such a Word document). 
Each response you make should be a paragraph in length (6-9 sentences). You will make a total of 15 responses. The prompts (questions) for your responses will be drawn from the sections listed below. Your response should directly address and answer the question in full sentences. There is a mix of creative and critical questions in these sections – make sure to give yourself a balance so you can flex your English skills!  
Your novel study should include a variety of different materials to answer your question. For example, you may include a picture to answer one of your responses, and then describe why you chose that picture and what it means to you. You may include the lyrics to a song you can relate to the novel, and explain why it resonates with you. This assignment is intended to draw upon your ability to think creatively, think critically, and create connections across a variety of different subjects. 
SECTION A: SETTING (pick at least 3) 
1. What is the time and place of the novel?
2.  What details build the reader’s perception of setting?
3.  How important is setting to the novel?
4. Describe the mood/atmosphere/tone. What makes you feel this way? 
5. What rhetorical (literary) devices are used to describe setting?  (ie. Pathetic fallacy, imagery, symbolism, hyperbole, etc.)
6.  Does the setting change?  Why?  Is this important to the plot, character, or thematic development?
7.  Could this novel take place anywhere, or only in this specific setting?  Why did the author choose this setting?
8. Do you need to do any research to understand geographical, social, or historical allusions in the setting?
9. Create a different setting for this novel. What would change? Would people behave or speak differently? Would we see major changes in the characters because of this different setting? 
10. What would you change about the setting of this novel? What would you change and why? 

SECTION B: PLOT (pick at least 3)
1. What important action occurs throughout the first “act” (part) of the novel? 
2. What is the major conflict(s)?  minor conflict(s)?
3. Are the conflicts internal (psychological) or external (physical)?
4.  How are the conflicts developing in this section?
5.  Is the plot structure linear and chronological?  Identify the introduction, ‘activating incident’, rising action, climax, falling action and conclusion of the story. 
6. Is the plot structure non-linear or unconventional?  (ie. use of flashbacks, subplots, parallel events)
7. What point of view is being used to tell the story?  Is this the best point of view?
8. What are the benefits or drawbacks to the author’s choice of point of view?
9. Rewrite the ending of the story. Does this impact the mood or tone of the overall story? 
10. Find an image that you feel best represents the climax of the story. Explain why you selected this image in two to three sentences. 
11. Is there a movie based on this book? How closely does it align with the plot of the novel? What are the similarities or differences?

SECTION C: CHARACTER (pick at least 3) 
1. Identify the main characters and secondary characters, protagonist(s) & antagonist(s).
2. Examine character traits of appearance, personality, & behaviour.
3.  How are characters revealed to the reader?
4. Examine changes in the characters and their learning, awareness, & motivation.
5. What do the main characters want?  (objectives, quests, goals?)
6. What obstacles or problems do the main characters encounter, overcome?
7. Examine relationships between characters and their effects on each other (both main and secondary characters)
8. Are characters likeable or not?  Are we meant to learn anything from them?
9. Are any characters acting as symbols or allegories?
10. Who do you relate with most in the story? Do you share any characteristics with them or sympathize with their struggles? 
11. Are there any ‘redeeming qualities’ (good things) about the story’s antagonist? Is there something about the protagonist that rubs you the wrong way and makes you question their objectives? 

SECTION D: RHETORICAL DEVICES (LANGUAGE) (pick at least 3) 
1. Analyse the use of vocabulary/diction.  Look up meanings of unfamiliar words.
2. What allusions are used by the author?  Look them up if you are unfamiliar with them.  Why are they used?
3. Describe the author’s writing style.  Is it plain or does it make use of literary devices?
4. Look for recurring imagery and symbolism.  What symbols seem to have importance?  What do they represent?  Do they illustrate any motifs/themes?
5. Isolate examples of metaphor, simile, personification, pathetic fallacy, alliteration, etc. and comment on their effective use.
6. Does the author employ devices such as irony, satire, parody, allegory, and/or dramatic irony?  For what purpose?
7. Do you like the style that the book is written in? Why or why not?
8. How would this book be different if it was written from an alternate perspective (i.e., from a different character’s point of view)? Who is someone you would have liked to see narrate the story from their point of view?
9. Persuade your teacher to read this book using logos, pathos and ethos. What events stand out to you? 
10. Is there a message in this story (i.e. political, religious, etc.)? Do you agree or disagree with this message? Why or why not?

SECTION E: THEME (pick at least 3) 
1. What major ideas or motifs seem to be emerging throughout the novel?
2. Examine the developments of these ideas and motifs.
3. How didactic (teaching & preaching) is the author?  Is he or she trying to Illustrate a universal truth about human behaviour and relationships?
4. What is the author’s purpose in writing this novel?
5. Do you agree with this author’s world - view?
6. Examine how the themes are developed through setting, plot, language, an character development.
7. Are there things that could be slightly tweaked that would ultimately change the theme of the story? What are they?
8. Compile a series of images or videos which capture the themes you see in the novel. What makes you associate these images with these themes?
9. Is there one theme that stands out more than another? What makes it the ‘dominant’ theme? 
10.  Does one character ‘embody’ (represent) a theme? How do their actions or characterization demonstrate their role as a symbol or theme? 


